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Askham Bryan Wildlife and Conservation Park 

Conservation  
Askham Bryan Wildlife and Conservation Park (ABWCP) is committed to the conservation of 

biodiversity, the protection of endangered species, and the promotion of sustainable 

practices. As an educational and zoological facility, ABWCP recognises its role in 

safeguarding wildlife through ethical management, public engagement, and collaborative 

conservation efforts. 

Conservation Objectives 
Askham Bryan Wildlife and Conservation Park 

In line with the Zoo Licensing Act 1981 (as amended) 

Under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981, licensed zoos must undertake conservation measures, 

including at least one of the following (Schedule 1A, Section 1). Askham Bryan Wildlife and 

Conservation Park aims to exceed this minimum by addressing all five areas, integrating 

them into our daily operations, planning, and educational mission. 

 

1. Participation in Research Benefitting Species Conservation 
a) Actively support and engage in ethical, non-invasive research projects that 

contribute to the conservation of species, particularly those classified as threatened 

by the IUCN or other red lists. 

b) Collaborate with higher education institutions, including Askham Bryan College and 

other academic bodies, to facilitate student and staff-led research. 

c) Share research outcomes to inform best practices in species management and 

conservation using the zoological and natural sciences networks in the UK and 

beyond. 

 

2. Training in Relevant Conservation Skills 
a) Provide students, staff, and volunteers with practical training in animal care, wildlife 

rehabilitation, captive breeding, habitat restoration, and conservation monitoring. 

b) Contribute to professional development in the zoo and conservation sector by 

offering work placements, internships, and CPD sessions for zoo professionals and 

conservation practitioners. 
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3. Ex-Situ Conservation of Wild  and Heritage Animal Species 
a) Participate in appropriate conservation breeding programmes (e.g., EAZA EEPs, 

BIAZA programmes), with the goal of supporting global species recovery efforts. 

b) Maintain and breed populations of at-risk species, focusing on education, research, 

and long-term conservation value. 

c) Ensure that breeding contributes to population viability, genetic diversity, and—where 

applicable—future reintroduction projects. 

 

4. Public Education and Awareness 
a) Deliver conservation-themed education to a wide audience, including schools, 

college students, families, and the wider community. 

b) Provide clear and accurate interpretation on the status, threats, and ecology of 

species in our care. 

c) Inspire behavioural change and promote public understanding of biodiversity, 

sustainability, and responsible environmental action. 

 

5. In-Situ Conservation and Support 
a) Collaborate with and support field conservation projects nationally and 

internationally, particularly those that reflect the park’s species and habitat themes. 

b) Provide financial or resource contributions to in-situ initiatives, and communicate their 

importance to visitors. 

c) Encourage student involvement in field conservation partnerships through fundraising, 

research, or project placements. 

 

Supporting Commitments 
To ensure these objectives are delivered effectively, the park also commits to: 

• Monitoring and evaluating all conservation initiatives annually. 

• Ensuring conservation remains central to the park’s mission and development 

strategy. 

• Regularly reviewing our conservation objectives to align with changes in legislation, 

scientific knowledge, and global conservation priorities. 

 


